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MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The seventh annual meeting of the Coleopterists Society was held 1 
December 1974 at the Radisson Hotel in Minneapolis, Minnesota. President 
John Lawrence welcomed members and called the meeting to order. For 
convenience, each topic discussed is numbered consecutively. 

1. Minutes of the 1973 meeting were accepted as published in Newsletter 
No. 12, March, 1974. ; 

2. Lawrence informed the members of some matters discussed at the 
executive committee meeting that afternoon and particularly the followup on 
the Welder Wildlife Field Trip following the 1973 meeting. Horace Burke 
discussed the benefits of writing up the trip and providing the Wildlife Refuge 
officials with copies. Lawrence appointed Burke a one-man committee to do 
this. 

3. Charles O’Brien presented the report of the Color Standards Committee 
(J. H. Frank, Chm., S. G. Wellso, R. E. Woodruff, F. N. Young, C. W. O’Brien), 
the entire version of which was given to the executive committee. O’Brien 
indicated that standards previously published were not now available and 
that 2 printing companies, Munsell and Gibbons, have been contacted about 
the feasibility of producing a color chart sponsored by the Coleopterists 
Society. Becker suggested that ESA should pursue this matter. O’Brien said 
that coleopterists need a color chart more urgently than most other areas of 
entomology because other groups, such as lepidopterists, have more color 
publications presently available. Balsbaugh suggested that AIBS might be 
interested. Lawrence appointed the same committee for another year of 
investigation (full report available from J. H. Frank). 

4. Lawrence brought up the subject of the Coleopterists Newsletter and 
whether to drop it entirely due to lack of interest, incorporate it as filler in the 
Bulletin, include it as a separate section at the back of the Bulletin, or 
continue it as a separate Newsletter. Some discussion followed, Lawrence 
explaining that the executive committee had decided to suggest that the 
Newsletter be incorporated as filler in the Bulletin. O’Brien suggested that 
the question of whether to have a Newsletter be put to the membership for a 
vote. Ekis suggested it be put into the Bulletin under “Notes”. Second class 
postage was suggested but Erwin said this is not possible cause of irregular 
mailing of the Newsletter not meeting the post office requirements. The 
publication of an annual Newsletter was suggested. Burke said that the lack 
of interest in the Newsletter might be caused by its irregularity. George Ball 
moved that the Newsletter be continued in the back of the Bulletin, and the 
motion was seconded. A motion was made to table Ball’s motion, seconded, 
and approved. A motion was made to refer the question to the membership as 
to whether to have a separate Newsletter or to include it as filler in the 
Bulletin, the motion was seconded and approved. 

ð. Lawrence brought up the matter of Constitutional Amendments. 
Five proposals were previously published in the Bulletin but there was some 
negative response to By-Law II, Section I, in which the editor becomes a full 
voting member of the executive committee. This last amendment was dis- 
cussed in a letter from Lawrence to the executive committee, and an alternate 
proposal was put forth by Erwin, in which the editor, secretary, and treasurer 
are all nominated by other officers and approved by the membership. It was 
decided to drop the controversial amendment from the ballot along with the 
new By-Law VII concerning the appointment of the editor. The Erwin 
proposal and other constitutional matters are to be discussed in full at the 
1975 meeting. Discussion followed concerning more communication between 
the editor and the executive committee, whether a list of titles should be sent 
by the editor to the executive committee prior to publication, and whether 
referees should be used more extensively to review papers submitted to the 
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Bulletin. Review policies were discussed, and a review board was suggested to 
review controversial articles instead of referring them to the executive com- 
mittee. The discussion was terminated with no action taken. 

6. Lawrence informed the members that the executive committee was 
recommending that the Society dues be increased from $8.00 to $10.00. Dis- 
cussion followed. It was suggested that page charges be increased and library 
rates be increased in order to raise revenue rather than increase dues. Camp- 
bell moved to ask the membership to authorize a dues increase if it becomes 
necessary, the motion was seconded. Erwin pointed out that the Constitution 
allowed the members present to vote on the matter. Campbell withdrew the 
motion and moved that the president be authorized to raise dues to $10.00 if it 
became necessary, the motion was seconded and approved. 

7. The matter of whether or not to make type depository in a recognized 
institution a requirement for publication was presented by Lawrence. Dis- 
cussion followed and it was apparent that the members present were evenly 
divided as to whether or not to approve such a requirement. A move was made 
to drop the matter, seconded, and approved. 

8. The proposal that the President-elect be automatically considered 
program chairman for the annual meeting was put forward by Lawrence, no 
objection was raised to this. 

9. Officer’s Reports. 

a. President Lawrence. No report. 

b. Secretary Gordon. No report. 

c. Treasurer Erwin submitted the appended report which was audited 
by Paul Spangler and Ted Spilman. As of the date of the meeting there were a 
total of 618 members in the Society, compared to 468 in July, 1973, a 25% 
growth rate. There were 449 member/subscribers, 152 subscribers, 7 members 
and 10 gifts and exchanges. Erwin broke the membership down by Region as 
follows: Australian Region, 7 members, 5 subscribers; Oriental Region: 3 
members, 1 subscriber; Oceanic Region, 2 members, 1 subscriber; Ethiopian 
Region, 1 member, 1 subscriber; Palearctic Region, 39 members, Ly 
subscribers; Neotropical Region, 22 members, 6 subscribers; Palearctic 
Region, 39 members, 17 subscribers; Nearctic Region, 375 members, 121 
subscribers. 

10. Committee Reports. 

a) Nomination and elections committee (Howden, Ekis, Allen). Secre- 
tary Gordon reported for the committee that our new President is Paul 
Ritcher; Vice President, Charles Triplehorn; new Council Members are Frank 
Young, Floyd Werner, and Don Whitehead. Secretary and Treasurer remain 
as before. 

b) Catalogue committee (John Kingsolver). Kingsolver reported that 
the computer programmers have devised a system whereby a phylogenetic 
arrangement of the catalogue is possible. The following families.are ready to 
commit to the computer in final form: Platypodidae, Cupedidae, Erotylidae, 
Heteroceridae, Micromalthidae, Dermestidae, 2 subfamilies of Scarabaeidae 
and Byturidae. The Bruchidae, Colydiidae, Anobiidae, and an additional 
subfamily of the Scarabaeidae are on cards but still require some editorial 
processing. Kingsolver’s complete report is available by writing him c/o U. S. 
National Museum of Nat. Hist., Washington, D. C. 20560. 

c) Liaison: Coleopterists Society—North American Beetle Fauna 
Project (Ball). Ball read from a report by Ross Arnett on what has been 
accomplished so far (complete report available from Arnett, Box 428, Latham, 
N. Y. 12110). Arnett wrote that a problem has been in getting tax exempt 
status, because a public foundation must have a significant number of donors 
who contribute a substantial part of the money received by the foundation in 
order to achieve permanent status. Therefore he asked members of the 
Coleopterists Society for their support by a donation of $1,000 from Society 
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funds to the Biological Research Institute of America, Inc. (BRIA); by 
members of the Coleopterists Society requesting their respective libraries to 
become Sustaining Members of BRIA; and by each member of the Society 
becoming an Annual Member of BRIA. Ball moved that the Society become a 
Sustaining Member of BRIA by a donation and the motion was seconded. 
Discussion followed and Ball changed his motion to allow the executive com- 
mittee to take the matter under advisement if the members present voted for 
the action. This was seconded. Lawrence disagreed with supporting the 
project at all. Ball’s motion was brought to a vote and the members present 
voted no. 

11. President Lawrence installed Paul Ritcher as the new President “in 
absentia” and continued the meeting. 

12. The site of the 1976 meeting was discussed, and it was moved that it be 
held in Washington in conjunction with the International Congress of En- 
tomology rather than in Honolulu where the 1976 Entomological Society of 
America meetings are to be held. The motion was seconded and approved. 

13. The proposed field trip to Jamaica following the 1975 meetings was 
discussed, and Lawrence said he would ask Ritcher to appoint Howard Frank 
as chairman of a committee to organize the trip. 

14. Kingsolver and Spangler were appointed to audit the treasurer’s 
report. 

15. Lee Herman was appointed chairman of the nominating committee for 
next year and empowered to select the other members of the committee. 

16. Other business. 

The business meeting was adjourned and a scientific session held the 
following evening with talks by Allan Ashworth on “Quaternary Fossil 
Beetles” and George Ball on “Microsculpture in Beetles”. 


Respectfully submitted, Robert Gordon, Secretary 


THE COLEOPTERISTS SOCIETY, TREASURER’S REPORT 
PRELIMINARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
(THROUGH NOVEMBER 24, 1974) 
by Terry L. Erwin, audited by P. J. Spangler & J. M. Kingsolver 


Assets: 
Balance from 1973 (Nov. 15, 1973) $ 6,892.92 


Income: 
Page charges, separates, postage on 
separates charged to authors 1,973.05 
Membership dues, institutional subscriptions 4,999.32 
Interest 
Savings Certificate account 
and Passbook savings 144.64 


$ 7,117.01 


Balance of credits: $14,009.93 
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Disbursements: 
Printer’s costs for Bulletin production (Dec. 
1973, March and June 1974) and Printer’s 


other services (addressograph, etc.) $ 2,951.82 
Inkblot Co. services 141.80 
Inkblot Co. materials 10.40 
Editor’s office postage kitty 58.00 
Read-More, Inc. refund (overpayment) 10.00 
ESA, 1973 Hospitality and coffee suite 240.00 
Administration supplies, postage, envelopes 23.00 
Balance of debits: $ 3,435.02 
Income over disbursements (November 24, 1974) $ 3,681.99 


Total assets carried into 1975 $10,574.91 


PROPOSED 1975 BUDGET 


Income: 
Page charges $1,800 
Dues and subscriptions 4,500 
Interest on bank savings accounts 200 
TOTAL $6,000 
Expenses: 
Bulletin costs $5,000 
Printer’s other services 250 
Postage, envelopes, forms, etc. 300 
Inkblot Co. services and materials 200 
Editor’s postage, 2nd class mailing 200 
ESA, Hospitality suite 250 
Newsletter printing and postage 300 
TOTAL $6,000 


Respectfully submitted, 


Terry L. Erwin 
Treasurer (1974) 


